
 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY      ​ CENTRAL PENINSULA CHURCH 
 

 

NOTE: Our lesson questions are based on the NIV 2011 edition. Our preference is your first time through the 
questions, you answer without consulting commentaries - delight in what the Holy Spirit will reveal to you. 

 
 
 
 

Lesson 10 
Matthew 5:31-32, 19:1-9      

 
1.  What were you surprised to learn from Matthew 5:27-30 and how did the passage 

engender a sober attitude toward disordered desires or other sin within?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  In Matthew 5:31-32, Jesus speaks into the thorny subject of divorce at a time when 

the consequences of divorce were devastating for women. Pray for wisdom and 
grace as you read the words of Jesus and seek to hear some deeper truth. How 
have you, your family or a friend been impacted by divorce? What emotions or 
hurt surface as the topic is raised? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  a) Jesus steps into an ongoing debate about the meaning of Deuteronomy 24:1-4 

in Matthew 5:31. Reading these passages together, what had been said about 
divorce and what do you think were the ramifications for the wife of a man who 
divorced her?    
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b) ​Jesus provides His view on divorce in Matthew 5:32. How does it differ from or 
build upon what had been said in the past? Note: Sexual immorality according 
to the Bible and the historic witness of the church is any sexual activity outside 
the marriage of one man and one woman.  

 
 
 
 
 
4.  Now read Matthew 19:3-6. What is Jesus’ response to the Pharisees’ question 

about divorce and what does He rely on to support His view?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. a) Continue reading Matthew 19:7-9. How does Jesus characterize Moses’ 

instruction and what is Jesus’ conclusion in regard to the consequences of 
divorce? How does Jesus elevate the dignity of women?    

 
 
 
 
 

b) How have you seen or experienced God’s design for marriage being tainted by 
sin or hardness of heart? Will you pray for those husbands and wives who are 
struggling to stay united?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. CHALLENGE: Paul talks about marriage and divorce in 1 Corinthians 7:10-13. Find 

one nugget of truth in his words that reflects God’s heart for those who live in His 
kingdom. 

 
 
 
  
  
7.  a) As you review the verses below, what do you learn about God’s intention for 

marriage that helps you put Jesus’ statements about divorce in context: 
 

●​ Genesis 2:24-25 
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●​ Ephesians 5:31-33 
 

●​ 1 Peter 3:1-2, 7 
 

b)  God designed marriage to be a covenant agreement that makes the couple 
holy, picturing the relationship between God and His people (Isaiah 54:6,  
2 Corinthians 11:2). When viewed as ending something God designed to be 
permanent, how does this strengthen or confirm the serious nature of divorce?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
8.​ Divorce is a tough but important issue that requires thoughtful deliberation. In 

what circumstances might Jesus see divorce as justified in this day and age? 
Explain your answer and how you came to it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
9.​ JESUS SAID: STAY UNITED TO YOUR SPOUSE  

Jesus’ words are to be heeded by women as well as by men. The laws of our 
country have empowered a wife to divorce her spouse for any reason whatsoever. 
There is now equal opportunity for a wife to break the covenant agreement and 
separate what God has joined.  
 
As you learn what marriage is really about, you may be convicted or feeling regret 
over your past in regard to the issue of divorce.  Remember that all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God; all are in need of God’s forgiveness and mercy. 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” Turn toward Jesus. Repent, 
bring your regret, your sadness, even your shame to the One who bought your 
freedom and forgives you. 
  
How have  Jesus’ words grown a deeper understanding into God’s desire for unity 
in marriage?  
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MEMORY VERSE: “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery — 
but I am talking about Christ and the church.” Ephesians 5:31 
 
NAME                                                                          PRAYER REQUEST 
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